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arrived here in the middle of the Southern summer,
January 28 (1684), and failed to find fresh water, but saw
in the sea round about the islands great shoals of small
langoustes ("lobsters"), which coloured the sea red in
places for over a square mile. The seamen dipped buckets
into the sea and drew up quantities of these large prawn-
like crustaceans. They were only 2 to 3 inches long and
had big claws, looking in fact much more like dwarf
lobsters than prawns or shrimps.

Passing between Staten Island and the mainland they
rounded Cape Horn with the usual violent storm, and then
fell in with another ship coming from the south, which
turned out to be the Nicolas^ a vessel sent purposely from
London to the South Seas under a Captain Eaton, and, like
the Batchelor^s Delight and the Revenge, bound for Juan
Fernandez. The three ships in company sailed away from
Juan Fernandez on 8 April, 1684, to prey on the Spanish
shipping off the west coast of South America. As they
neared the mainland of this continent along the coast of
Chile (keeping at a distance of tfetween 30 and 40 miles
from the shore, not to be seen by the Spaniards on
land), they noted the prodigious height of the great
range of the Andes. [The mountains rose in a succession

ning on the southern side of Magellan's Straits. Le Mairc and Schouter in 1616 dis-
covered and named Staten Island and the islet of Cape Horn.

The Falkland Islands, first sighted by JOHN DAVIS in 1591-2, were next explored
in 1598 by the Dutch navigator, SEBALD DE WERT (or Wart). They were again
examined in 1690 by an English ship trading to the South Seas under the command
of Captain Strong, who named one of the channels between the two islands " Falk-
land Sound ". In 1765, Commander Byron annexed them to the British dominions,
but previously attempts were made by both French and Spanish expeditions to secure
them for their respective countries. In 1771, however, Spain recognized the British
claim over the Falkland Islands, but actual British colonization and government did
not begin till 1833, Meantime they were increasingly visited by whaling ships, and
ultimately claimed by Buenos Aires and by the United States. They are now a
prosperous British colony, with over 2000 inhabitants mainly of Scotch descent, and
chiefly concerned in the breeding of sheep.